Identifying and responding to the needs of refugees: a global nursing concern.
Worldwide catastrophic events such as civil war have forced 1 in every 130 people in the world to flee her or his home and become a refugee or displaced person. The article draws upon contemporary refugee experiences from Afghanistan, the Sudan, and the former Yugoslavia to introduce the role of nursing during the refugee journey from flight to asylum seeking. It is hoped that the article will provide nurses with a beginning awareness of the nurse's role in the care and comfort of refugees and displaced people. Central to this role is the gathering of humanitarian, sociocultural, and personal information to enable extensive networking and relationship building with refugees for ongoing empowerment and increased problem-solving capabilities.